2l8

have all the more reason to speak out in proportion
as we fear the truth. Our well-meant silence is
partly to blame if conditions in Russia have now
become so appalling that they can no longer be
concealed. In the long run, History is not to be
cheated by the wearing of a mask. Even the Allies
in the last war have been made to realize that a
triumphant war may end in defeat when this victory
is based upon a lie. The struggle for socialism
cannot be won by the destruction of the enemy if
at the same time we destroy socialism within our-
selves. The socialist struggle is the struggle for a
larger humanity, which can only be attained along
the path of truth.

But have we any reason to fear the truth?
Certainly not in Spain. The minor critical com-
ments I have made do not in any way tarnish the
fair picture as a whole. Except in the Soviet Union,
there never was an army such as the Spanish army
which was at the same time a living community and
a university training centre for a whole nation.

I think of our new libraries in every small village,
where of an evening the village lads sit beside our
soldiers, playing chess or reading with foreheads
puckered in concentration. I think of the thousands
of volunteers who celebrated May Day by setting to
work on the irrigation canal which at long last was